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BASKETBALL CLASSIC ROSTERS LOADED WITH TALENT 

All-Star Game Has Pair of New Sponsors 
 

March 30, 2009. Louisville, KY.   – The Kentucky Derby Festival is pleased to announce the rosters for 
the Wazoo Sports Derby Festival Basketball Classic presented by papajohns.com, to be played Saturday, 
April 11, at Freedom Hall. The 24-player game roster includes three McDonald’s All-Americans, four 
University of Louisville recruits, three University of Kentucky signees and three Indiana University recruits. 
Ten of the players on the roster are ranked among the Top 50 nationally by recruiting service Rivals.com. 
The players will also participate in the Wazoo Sports Night of Future Stars on Friday, April 10, at 
Bellarmine University’s Knights Hall. 
 
UK recruit Daniel Orton is a 6-10, 260-pound center ranked no. 22 by Rivals.com. Rated no. 32 by Rivals, 
Jon Hood is a 6-6 guard who averaged 28.5 points and 12.5 rebounds for Madisonville (Ky.) North 
Hopkins. UL signee Peyton Siva is a McDonald’s All-American ranked no. 49 by Rivals. Fellow UL recruit 
Rakeem Buckles, ranked no. 40 by Rivals, is a 6-8 forward from Miami. IU recruit Christian Watford, 
ranked no. 34 by Rivals, is a 6-8 forward from Birmingham, Ala. 
 
Wazoo Sports, a high school sports broadcast network with offices in London, Ky., Knoxville, Tenn., and 
Benton, Ky., is the new title sponsor of the Derby Festival Basketball Classic. The new presenting 
sponsor for the game is papajohns.com. Contributing sponsors are: adidas, Delta Air Lines and 99.7 DJX.  
 
“One of my most memorable games as a basketball player was during the 1993 Derby Festival Basketball 
Classic,” said Jeff Sheppard, Director of Sales for Wazoo Sports. “Now it’s equally exciting to again play a 
part in the Basketball Classic. Wazoo Sports will provide the ultimate level of exposure for the fans, 
athletes and sponsors with the online coverage of the game.” 
 
Admission to the Wazoo Sports Night of Future Stars is free with a ticket to the Basketball Classic. Some 
of the event’s most exciting moments have occurred during the Slam Dunk, 2-on-2 and 3-Point Shooting 
competitions. There will also be a one-hour autograph-signing session following the event. 
 

ON SALE NOW, Basketball Classic tickets are $17 and $12 (includes $2 KEC facility fee) and are 
available at TicketMaster locations (www.ticketmaster.com), the Freedom Hall Ticket Office, or by phone 
(502) 361-3100 or (800) 487-1212. 

 
First held in 1973, the Wazoo Sports Derby Festival Basketball Classic presented by papajohns.com is 
the second-oldest continuously-held high school all-star game in the nation. Twelve players who have 
participated in the Derby Classic were selected in the 2008 NBA Draft, including Michael Beasley, Mario 
Chalmers, D.J. Augustin, Brook Lopez, Robin Lopez and Anthony Randolph. 
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Player/College College Ht/Wt Position Team 

Maurice Creek  Indiana 6’ 5” /200 G Gold 

 



Tyler Griffey Illinois 6' 8"/230 F Gold 

Jon Hood 

 

Kentucky 6' 7"/190 G Gold 

Jordan Hulls Indiana 6' 0"/170 G Gold 

Brendan Lane UCLA 6' 9"/205 F Gold 

Michael Snaer Florida 

State 

6’ 4”/185 G Gold 

Daniel Orton Kentucky 6’ 10”/260 C Gold 

GJ Vilarino Kentucky 6' 1"/175 

 

G Gold 

Christian Watford Indiana  6’ 8”/215 F Gold 

Maalik Wayns Villanova 6’ 1”/190 G Gold 

Rodney Williams Minnesota 6’6” F Gold 

Kyryl 

Natyazhko 

 

Undecided 6’11” C Gold 

Coaches:  

Gold - Vince Walden, Lew Howard  
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Player College Ht/Wt Position Team 

Nolan Dennis Memphis 6’5/180 G Black 

Rakeem Jamal 

Buckles 

Louisville 6' 8"/203 F Black 

 

 

 

Eric Bledsoe 

Undecided: 

Kentucky and 

Florida interest 

6’0/160 lbs PG Black 

Lakeem Jackson South Carolina 6' 5"/220 F Black 

Elijah Johnson Kansas 6’ 2”/183 G Black 

Noel Johnson USC 6’ 7”/180 F Black 

Mike Marra Louisville  6’ 4”/200 SG Black 

Eric Murphy Florida 6’ 10”/220 PF Black 

Raymond Penn Oklahoma St 5’ 9”/150 PG Black 

Peyton Siva  Louisville 6' 0"/180 

 

G Black 

Stephan Van Treese Louisville 6' 9"/225 F Black 

DeShonte Riley Syracuse 6’11” C Black 

Coaches: 

Black – David Gaines, Andre Flynn 

-30- 
For more information, contact:  Derby Festival Press Office at 584-3378, ext. 822 


